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HON. JOHN W. ENClLlSH. 

JIOX. JOllX W. EX(;USH, 
who jor a numher of years was a mem
ber of the Supreme Court of ;\ ppeals 
of \\"est Yirginia. and who is now a 
leading l11('mber / If the bar. in practice 
at P.)int Pleasant. ~Iason County. was 

hnrn in u~,B in Jackson County, Yir
ginia. n0\\' \\'est Yirginia. 

Job English. his father. was of 
English origin and a nati\'e of Yirgin
ia. He nnrried ~Iary "'arth. who was 
a daughter of John \\'arth. who was 
the oldest magistrate in Jackson Coun

ty. and who. according to the then 
reae\ing of the law. hecame the first 
<;heriff. It was at his house that the 

first sessioll of court was held. Dur

ing the late "thirties," Job English 

wife settlee) in Kanawha County, Vir
ginia, no\\' \\' est Virginia. He was a 

member of the great salt manufactur
ing firm of English & Warth. in the 
Kana w ha \' aJley. For a number of 
year,; he represented and was employed 

by the Kanawha Salt Company. who 
made large shipments of their prOlluct 
down the Ohio and ::'Ilississippi ri"ers 
by way of flatboats. ::'Ilr. English was 

a trusted and experienced business 
man. Both he and his wife made the 
Kanawha "aJley their home thruugh 
life. 

It was in this hOl11e that Judge 
English spent his days from childhood 
to manh()()(l. lIe obtaine(1 his primary 

education at ~lctlden. and at the age of 
J 6 years was placed in the lIIinois l' ni
\'ersity, at Jacksonville, where he re

mained and complete(1 a fi"e-years' 
COllrse in the classics. In IHS3 he be
gan the stndy of law under pri"ate pre
ceptors. lawyers. thus gaining a prac
tical and useful experience. .\ fter two 
~'ears oi study he was admitted to the 

. Virginia bar, locating at Point Pleas-

ant after recei "ing his license. There 
he for11lecl a partnership with Henry 
]. Fisher, which continued until the 

opening of the Ci,·il "'ar. Judge En
glish c,mtinue(1 his pri\'ate practice un-
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til 1889. appearing before the courts of 
Mason and adjacent counties. but in the 
fall election of 1888 as the Democratic 
candidate he was chosen a member of 
the Supremc Court of Appeals, for a 
telm of 12 years. His success was a 
flattering one and he took his seat on 
the hench in January, 18R9. The close 
of his judicial administration found 
him a popular jurist and he has car
ried that approhation of the public with 
him into his private practice. 

In 1862 Judge English was mar
ried to Fanny C. Lewis of ~Iason 

County. \Yest Yirginia. 

THOMAS CONDIT MILLER. 

TIIO~I.\S COXDIT ~IILLER. 

State Superintendent of Free Sch(lols 
of \\'est Yirg-illia. and editor of the 

1Vest T'irgillia School Jourl/ol, is one 
of the leading cducators of the State 
and a man of scholarly attainments as 
well as of good business capacity. Pro
fessor :\1 iller was born at Fairmont, 
Yirginia, now \\'est \'irginia, July 19, 
1848, and is a son of William E. and 
r\"ancy J. Miller, residents of Fairmont, 
hoth of whom yet survive. 

Our subject recei\'ed his early edu
cational training in private schools in 
his dcinity, and under the inspiring 
teaching of Dr. William R. White, who 
afterward became the first State Super
intendent of Free Schools: hut the 
troubles incident to the Civil \Yar in
terrupted his schooling, and in the last 
year of the war, when only 16, he en
listed for service in Company E. 7th 
Reg., \Yest Yirginia \'01. Inf., and 
served as sergeant until July 10. I R6S, 
when he was honorahly discharged. 
He then resumed his studies and alter

nated the same with teaching, upon 
which work he entered in ~()\'emher, 

1867. A fter its organization. Profes
sor :\1 iller hecame a student at the Fair
mont State ~ormal School. where he 
continued until 1873, completing the 
prescribed course under Dr. J. G. 
Blair, a most helpful instructor. and 
ha\'ing spent one year under Prof. J. C. 
(;ilchri"t. who hart graduated at Anti
och College. llllder Horace :\Jann. He 
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u11lon four children h:l\'e been born: 
Archie H., Dwight E., Dana Paul and 
Pauline. 

.f.\~[ ES REED, c.)tl11ty clerk of 

Clay County. \\'c!"t Yirginia. and en
gagcd cxtensi\"t~ly in the merClntile ant! 
lumher 11l1 .. ines,.; at Clay Court House, 
was horn June X. 1W15. at :\lic!(lIecreek, 
Clay County. I Ie is a son of Solomon 
anc! Sarah (X ell) Reec1. the latter of 
whom was a daughter of Jeremiah 
::\ea1. and of Dutch (lescent. 

:'.1 r. Reed was reare(} and educated 
in Clay County. and has heen engage(} 
in mercantile pursuits and extensively 
interestc<i in the IUlllher Imsiness all his 

life. In politics he has always been one 
of the acti\'e Repuhlicans of his locality. 
On :\,o\'ember 4. H)02, he was elected, 
for a six years tenll, county clerk of 
Clay County and has efficiently per

formed the cluties of the office. He has 
also been a notary public for a long 
period. 

On December 27, 1888. :'.Ir. Reed 

was united in marriage with Carrie 

\\'heeler, who is a daughter of Edward 
B. and Sarah ~ Hamrick) \ \'heeler. 
They have two chilclren,-Edwanl R., 
horn :'.Iarch IS, 1891; and \'era. b()rn 

XO\'ember 15, 1895. The family be
long to the :'.Iethodist Church. 

Fraternally :'.1 r. Reed is an Od(l 
Fellow. belonging to Pisgah Lodge. 
Xo, 180. of which he has heen treas
urer for ye.lrs, He is one of the hDnest, 
upright anc! prog-re!"si ,'e men of hi.; 
comll1t1nity and enjoys the esteem I)f 
all who know him, 

\\,ILLL\:\I F, STIFEL. a mem
her of the firm of J. L. Stifel & Sons, 
printers of calico. is one of the repre
"ciltati,'c citizens of \\'heeling. "'est 
Yirginia. IJe was horn in \\'heeling, 
in 1~~O. anc! is a SOil of J. L. Stife!' 

J. L. Stifel was horn in Germany, 
where he managec! a print works for a 
numher oi Years. In 1834 he came to 
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interest m all enterprises which tend 
to ad\'ance the prosperity of the city 
in which he lives. 

ORANT P. HALL. 

GRAXT P. H.-\LL, one of thl' 
prominent citizens and a leading attor
ney of Charleston. \\'est Virginia, was 
born in Roane County. \Yest Virginia, 
December 2T. 18o.=;. his parents. \\'i!l
iam and Isahelle Hall, being nati\'es of 
Harri<;on and :\Icmroe counties. respec

ti\'ely. 
:\1 r. Hall recei\'ed his education in 

the common schools of his nati\'e coun
ty, supplemented hy a normal course at 
the Ohio \Yesleyan Cni\'ersity and 
:Marshall College. Huntington. from 

which latter institution he was grad
uated with honor in 1889. Ha\'ing 
fully qualified himself by his educa
tional training and having recei\'ed a 
teacher's certificate, he began. at the 
early age of 16 years to teach country 
schools in Kanawha and Clay counties, 
and continued in this occupation until 
1893, He was then elected county su
perintendent of schools by 500 vote.; 
over J. B. \Vhittington, and sen'ed as 
such for two years. During his term 
in this capacity, he prepared himself 
for the legal profession, He was ad
mitted to the bar in 1895 and imme
diately entered into practice, 

At the end of one year, during 
which period he gained an honorable 
position and lucrative business, his par
ty nominated him for clerk of the Cir
cuit Court of Kanawha County, to 
which position he was elected for a 
term of six years hy more than 2,000 

\'otes o\'er his Democratic opponent, 
thus attesting his great popularity and 
the high esteem in which he is helll by 

the people. 
After his expiration of his term of 

office, :\1 r. Hall formed a partnership 
with Capt. S. B. .-his and the combina
tion is a strong one. making the ahlest 
law firm in the Great Kanawha Valley. 
For a number of years he has taken 
a prominent part in politics and is chair-
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man of the Republican Senatorial Com
mittee for the Kanawha district. 

On November 15, 1895. Mr. Hall 
was married to Anna Steel of :\Iinne
apolis, :\linnesota, and these children 
have been born to this union: Lucille. 
Frank, Harry Avis, Grant P., Jr., and 
Helen S., deceased. ~Ir. Hall is fra
ternally associated with Glen Elk 
Lodge, I. O. O. F., and Kenka Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias. The Halls oc
cupy a pleasant and attractive home in 
Charleston and are held in high favor 
by many friends and acquaint:mces. 

WILLIAM WELLINOTON HUOHES. 

WILLlrUl 'YELLI~GTO~ 
HCGHES, member of the law firm of 
Rucker, Anderson & Hughes. and a 
well known citizen of 'Velch. ~Ic-

Dowell County, West Virginia, was 
born in Lewis County, \Vest Virginia, 
in 1873. He is a son of Henry F. and 
Virginia (Hall) Hughes, both of 
whom were also born in what is now 
West Virginia. 

Henry F. Hughes was born in 
Lewis County in J 8.4-0, and is still en
gaged in farming in his native locality. 
During the Civil War, he served from 
186 I to 1865 as a member of the 39th 
Reg., Ohio Vol. Inf. In politics he 
is a Republican. In religious faith he 
is a :Methodist. The mother of our 
subject was born in 1845 in Harrison 
County. They had a family of seven 
children born to-them, namely: Charles 
S., a minister of the :\lethodist Church, 
located at 'Vakefield, Nebraska; :\Jary 
B., wife of Homer Paugh, of Harrison 
County, \Vest Virginia; Byron, de
ceased; William Wellington; Viola; 
C ora, deceased; and Alice. The family 
belong to the )lethodist Episcopal 
Church. 

)Ir. Hughes attended the local 
schools and then the 'Vest Virginia 
Conference Seminary, at Buckhannon, 
and later the 'Vest Virginia University 
at :'Iorgantown. He engaged in teach
ing for four years and during one 
year was a teacher in the 'Veston High 
Schoo!. After completing his course 
at the Lniversity, where he received 
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his LL. B. degree, he began the practice 
.of the law at \Veston, where he re

mained 10 months. In June, 1901, he 
located at Welch, associating himself 
with Edgar P. Rucker, ex-Attorney 
General of the State, and Luther C. 
Anderson, forming the firm of Rucker, 
Anderson & Hughes, a leading one in 
the locality. 

In politics ::\Ir. Hughes is a Re
publican and takes an active interest 
in puhlic matters. His ability is recog
nized and the firm to which he belongs 
is prominent in all the important liti

.g-ation of the vicinity. 

COL. JOHN D. HEWITT. 

COL. JOHX D. HE\\'ITT, a 
"prominent coal operator of the Flat
Top tield, residing at Bramwell. ::\lercer 

County, is a gentleman widely known 
'throughout West Virginia, and at the 

present time is on the staff of GO\'er
nor A. B. White. 

Colonel Hewitt was born in Lan
castershire, England, but was a child 
when his parents moved to this country, 
and located in Pennsyh'ania, where his 
father engaged in coal mining. Our 
subject was reared in Pennsylvania and 
commenced work in the mines at the 
early age of 10 years. He continued 
to follow that occupation there until 
1885, in December of which year ht 
came to \Vest Virginia. For six years 
prior to his remO\'al he had conducted 
a wholesale and retail lumher and 
coal business, and in this state he 
started the Buckeye Coal & Coke 
Company, of which he is the presiden~ 
and general manager. The business 
of the company has steadily and rapid

Iv increased until it is one of the 
I • 

, most important operating in the Flat-
Top field, ::\Ir. Stephenson of Roa
noke, Virginia, is vice-president of the 
company, and his son, \\r. C. Stephen
son, js secretary amI treasurer, The 

general offices of the concern are at 
Freeman, ::\lercer County, where is 
locatec) the store conducted hy the 
company. The Buckeye Coal & Coke 
Company has 1,000 acres of leased 
land ncar Freeman, operates 180 
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responsihility of administering chloro
form to an uncle of ] ames ~IcCourt
ney, who was obliged to undergo an 
operation on the arm. This operation 
by Dr. Frissell. successfully done with 
the assistance of Dr. Todd and the 
elder Hullihen, was followed by many 
others in which chloroform and ether 
were used. Dr. \Vingerter was for 
many ye3rs the recognized expert and 
the preferred ancestheti7.er because of 
his skill and judgment in the use of 
what were then new and humane but 
also fearful and <hngerous agents. 

HON. CHARLES BROOKS HOARD. 

IIO~. CH.\RLES BROOK~ 

HO.\RD. whose death occurred at 
Ceredo. '\'est \·irginia. on XO\'emher 
20. I 8~(). was horn at Springfield, Yer

mont. January 28, 1805. The fami-

Iy, according to its early records, is 
descended from Norman stock which 
accompanied 'Villiam the Conqueror in 
his subjugation of England in the 

11th century; early in the 12th cen
tury it is known to have possessed large 
holdings in England, Wales and Ire
land. The American ancestor was a 

London banker who with his wife and 
children reached Boston, ~Iassachu

setts, in 1635. He dying soon after, 
his family removed to Braintree (now 
Quincy), :Vlassachusetts, and there the 
widow died in 1661. 

In 1821, at the age of 16, Charle:; 
Brooks Hoard we11t to Antwerp, Xew 
York. where his older brothers In<: 
preceded him and were engage<l in 
husiness. He was in the land office 
of ~lr. Parish for some time at Parish
,·ille. and then. haying returned to . \nt

werp. hegan to learn watch repairing: 
this business he mastered. after which 
he accepted a position in :\r r. Parish' s 
land office at . \ntwerp. In I 828 h~ 
marrie<l Susan Heald. daughter of 
Danitl and. \nna He1ld. While with 
\1 r. Parish he was elected a justice of 
the peace. an(1 was re-elected for sever
al year,; after he was out of the land 
office. He also held the office of post
master at . \nt\\'erp under hoth Jackson 
and YanBuren. In 1837 he was elect
ed a memher of the General .\ssembly 







l\lEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 573 

mO\'ed with his family from 1\ ew York Pennsyh'ania, The mother died )'Iay 
to Ceredo in 1876. and S. Floyd Hoare! 17, 1899. 
who removed to Ceredo in the fall of 
1871, are weIl known residents of 
Ceredo, ha"ing been associated ",.it\] 
their father during his life. and togeth
er since his death. in the management 
of their landed interests in Ceredo and 
'Vayne County. 

S, M, NEASE, 

S, ~l. X E. \SE. president ()f the 
Frank Glass Conipany of Wellshurg. 
Brooke County, '\'est Virginia, and 
one of the town's substantial and rep
resentati,'e citizens. \\'as h()rn ~larch 5. 
1868, in Pittshurg. Pennsylvania. and 
is a son of H. B. and Jane Ole Elroy) 
K ease, both of ",h()m were born in 

The Nease family is an old one on 
. \merican soil and one member dis
tinguished himself in the 'Var of the 
Revolution. Hannan X ease. the great
grandfather, was born on the first isl
and in the Susquehanna Ri,'er, hel()\\' 
Harrishurg, He learnfd the carpellter 
trade at Germantown. Pennsylvania, 
and secured work on the repairing of 
Fort Duquesne, rlri"ing to Pittsburg 
with a four-horse team in order to 
reach his destination. He made Pitts
burg his home and there his son Da"id 
was born and engaged for a long pe
riod in a sawmill business in comhina
tion with boat huilding. Both Da "id 
X ease and his father died in :\lIegheny 
City. Pennsyh'ania, the latter at the 
age of 84 years and the former aged 

67 years. 
H. B. Kease, father of our subject, 

was horn in Steuhenville, Ohio, and 
for a long period was successfully en
gaged in an extensive lumher husiness 
:n Pittshurg and at Saginaw, ~[ich:, 

gan. He now li,·es. retired from 1C

ti "ity. in ". ellshurg and is financially 
interested in the glass husiness, His 
family consisted of five children. name
Iv: Clara, deceased; )'fary Emma; 
Da"id A, president of the C()al Ri,'er 
Coal Comanp)"; Anna Dell. wife of 
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Benjamin :Moore of Chicago; and S. 
1\1., of this sketch. 

S. M. Nease spent his boyhood in 
the busy city of Pittsburg and there 
received an excellent education. His 
business instincts were developed with 
his father in the lumber business, and 
he did much traveling through :\Iich
igan in the interests of the same busi
ness. In 1899 he moved to \ \' ellsburg 
to engage in the glass business, secnr·. 
ing a controlling interest in the Eraul<. 
Glass Company, which was incorpor
ated in 1896, with :\lr. Xease, presi
dent and treasurer (since 1892); 11. 
D. Galhreath of Saline, Ohio, as secre
tary; and James Frank, of \\' ellsburg, 
vice-president and manager. They are 
the exclusive manufacturers of :\ley
er's patent closure device for jars, etc .. 
an arrangement by which the can cal~ 

be made air-tight without the rubber , 
coming in contact with the contents of 
the C~lI. I t is the only all-glass can in 
the market. The house makes a spe
cialty of presen·ers· and packers' glass
ware. and they give employment to 
ahout 200 men. In the spring of '903. 
the X ea"e-~leyer Glass Cumpany was I 

incorporated. It is plannecl to bllilrl 
a large factory at \\'eston. ,,'est Vir
ginia. which will be in operation by 
Septemher I. 1903. Employment will 
he gi,·en to ah.)tlt 250 persons. 

On June 14, 1892. Mr. Kease was 
united in marriage with Katherine E. 
Perrine. of Pittsburg, and their two 
children are: Sarah Josephine and 
Samuel 2'11., Jr. :\lr. ~ease has other 
business interests, one of these being 
the :Monarch J ron & Steel Company 
of Parkersburg, of which corporation 
he is president. He is a young man 
of great business ability and is well 
and widely known in his section of the 
State. 

FRANK LESLIE BEARDSLEY. 

FR.\XK LESLIE BE.\RDS
LEY. attorney-at-law. coroner of 
Kanawha County. \Yest \'irginia, and 
one of the most prominent anel in-
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fluential cItIzens of Charleston, was 
born in GaIIia County, Ohio, May 2 I, 

1864. He is a son of H. J. and Eliza 
(Roach) Beardsley, both of whom 
were natives of Ohio. The elder ~Ir. 
Beardsley followed fanning in his na
ti\'e State during the greater portion 
of his life. Our subject's mother died 

in 1900. 

Frank Leslie Beardsley was reared 
in his nati\'e IOCJ.lity, attended the com
mon schools ano graduated with credit 
from the Gallipolis High School, in 
June, J 883, later taking a three

year course in the Ohio \ \' esleyan C ni
\·ersity. He then began the study of 
the law with White & Hulcomh, at 
Gallipolis amI then entere(1 the law de
partment of the l-ni\-ersity of Virgin
ia. at Charlottes\'ille. Remaining ther~ 
hut one term, he then went to the Cin
cinnati Law School where he was 
graduated in IR88. In the S"lme year 
he was admitted to the har of Ohio 
and practicell at Gallipolis until Janu

ary J. 1 ~~9. when he remm'ed to 
Charleston, \ Vest Vi rginia. Since be- ' 
coming a resident of that city. ~Ir. 

Beardsley has enjoyed grati fying suc
ce"s and follows a general line of prac
tice. In J 896 he was appointed coron
er of Kanawha County and is also the 

efficient commissioner of accounts. re
ceiving both offices from the County 

Court. In politics Mr. Beardsley is 
a Republican. 

On the 16th of June, 1886, at Gal
lipolis. Ohio. ~I r. Beardsley marrier! 
Eliza S. Dove. who is a daughter of 

Co\. David Dm'e .. and a descendant of 
a highly respected family of that lo
cality. The four children horn to this 

unIon were: Julia D .. Frances J .. 
Elise. deceased. and Dwid D. Both 
~I r. and ,\f rs. lkmlsley belong to the 
Kanawha Preshyterian Church. 

GE\Jf,CE ADA ........ 

GEORGE .\D.\:\IS. who is promi
nently identified with various husiness 
enterprises of \\'heeling. has been a 
resident of that city since J RS2. and 
now makes his home at Pleasant Val-
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Dr. Clelland was reared in Marion 
County and was educated in the scho)l" 
of his vicinity, finishing in the Fairmont 
High School. His medical training 
was obtained in the College of Physi
cians and Surgeons, Baltimore. ::\Iary
land, and in Starling Medical College, 
Columbus, Ohio; he was graduated 
from the latter institution in 1882. He 

settled then in \\'allace. Harrison Coun' 
ty, West Virginia. remaining there in 
practice for 12 years and then removed 
to Bristol. Harrison County, for a short 
time, later to ,rest L"nion. Doddridge 
County, and in I&}I located at Jackson
hurg. where he has enjoyed a lucrath'e 
practice e\'er since. 

In 188.~ Dr. Clelland married Alice 
Rollinson. of \ \' allace. \\' est Virgilli~, 

who died one year later. H is second 
marriag-e was to Hattie Lynch. also of 
""albee. anc! the four chil(lren born to 
thi<; ·lInion ;1re: ""alter Ramsey, :\lary, 
.\ .. Bertie anc! Isaac H .. all at home. 

Dr. Clelland is a \"alued lI1emher of 
the Harrison County :\1 edical "ociety. 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad As
sociation of Snrgeons. and is !'urgeon 
at Jacksonlmrg for the Baltimore & 
Ohio road. In politics he is a very ard
ent and enthusiastic Democrat. In 
h.lth social and professional life. Dr. 
Clelland is most highly esteemed in 
Jachsonhurg anri ,·icinity. 

ADAM B. LI r TLEPAGE. 

:\D:\:\1 B. LITTLEP.\GE. a 

prominent attorney-at-law of Charles
ton. ". est Yirginia, was born in Ka
na wha Cuunty. Yirginia, now \ \' est 
'"irginia .. \pril q. 1~59. and is a son 
of .\dam and i{ebecca T. (\\'00(l) 

Littlepage. the former a nati \'e of 
(;reenhrier COllnty, and the latter uf 
Kanawha County. 

The Littlepage family is of French
Scotch extraction. .\dam Littlep3ge, 
the father of our suhject. settled near 
K;Jnawha Saline and there hllilt salt 
works and engaged in contracting in 
1840. He removed to Kanawha Two
::\Iile in IS-f.7. settled on a farm and en
gaged in merchandising and speculat
ing in that vicinity. :\t the outhreak 
of the Civil \\' ar he was in in(lependent 
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efforts and he is widely known both 

in the criminal and the civil courts. 

His legal sen-ices have been retained in 

some of the most important cases in the 

\\'est Virginia courts. He was the at

torney of the State against the Burnett 

Boys, Jol1l1 ~I. Hill and wife and the 

Margaret Burnett conspiracy which re

sulted in the murder of Dr. 1\lorris in 

Fayette County, West Virginia. An

other case worthy of mention was that 

of the State vs. James .\. Parker. 1\lr. 

Littlepage became the defendant's at
torney after Parker had been sentenced 

to he hung for l11unler in the first de

gree, and finally secured in the court 

of last resort the prisoner's release. 

He now has t1\'e munler cases in Fay

ette County, three in Kanawha and 

two in Putnam, all of these attracting 

attention on account of his able haml

ling of them. lie has been equally suc

cessful in civil cases, and has at present 

on Il<1nd <! nUl11hcr of ejectment ClSCS 

im'oh'ing millions of dollars or 1110re 

in the State. 

:\Ir. Littlcpage has heen prominent 

in Democratic politics. He was the 

calH:idate of his party for the oftice oi 

prosecuting attorney and \\'as defeated 

office in the State, than the one owned 

by 1\fr. Littlepage. He is fratennlIy 

associated with these societies: Xe\\,

port Lodge, A. F. & A. :\1.; Fernhank 

Lodge, 1. O. O. F.; Xecomis Tribe, 

Improved Order of Red ~len; and the 

Order of United . \merican ~Iechanics. 

He is a broa<1 student and splendid 

thinker, of very strong personal influ

ence. He has succeeded in accu111ulat

ing some \'aluable property. He is re

g<'.nlee! as an honest, upright 111an, a 
reliable a<l\·iser anc! splendid la ,,"yer. 

I-I is influence with juries during the 

trial of causes is indeed ,"ery strong. 

He is a ready, fluent ancl c:II1Yincing 

speaker. 

by hut ~<) v( Ites, a latcr C( )llllting result- JONATHAN P. BOWEN. 

ing in the di\'ision of the office between \\,lLLJ.\:\1 H. nO\\,EX, famil· 

the t\\'o candidates. Probablv no finer iarly known throughout the Flat-Top 

nor more complete lihrary adorns any coal fiele! as Harry BO\\'cn, is secretary 
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County, Ohiu. Mr. Coffiand and his 
worthy wife have been blessed with 
two chilclren,--Lois G. and Howard J. 
1\1 rs. Coftiancl is a member of the 
:Methoc\ist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Coffland is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he votes for the 
man he thinks will best fill the office. 

ANDREW JACKSON LIGHT. 

:\~DRE\v J.-\CKSO~ LIGHT. 
who for a periOlI of 25 years has 
sen'ed as justice of the peace in the 
Big Sandy district. Kanawha County. 
\ \" est Virginia, an!1 is one of its hOIl
ored cititzens, was horn on a farm in 
Randolph County. Indiana. ~Iarch 10, 

183~. He is a son of Enoch and ~[ary 

(Kelly) Light, both deceased,' who 
were natives of the Old Dominion. 

Samuel Light, the great-great
grandfather of our subject, was a man 
of prominence in his clay and is men
tioned in a history of Daniel Boone as 
one of the old pioneer hunters. His 
ancestors were of English blood. The 
grandfather of Judge Light was born 
in Roanoke County, Virginia, where 
the family is stiII numerous. The birth 
of Enoch Light, the father, took phce 
III Roanoke County, Virginia; in 
young manhood he married Mary Kel
ly in Fayette County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. In 1830 he removed 
to Indiana, located in Randolph Coun-

I ty and bought a farm, on which he de
voted his efforts to the raising of grain 
amI stock. There our subject's muther 
died of the prevalent fe\'er and ague, 
leaving a family of eight children, of 
whom two suns amI four daughters are 
still living. Soon after the death of 
his wife, Enoch Light mm'ed tu :\tis
~ouri and located 110t far from St. 
Joseph, where he remained a year. then 
drifted back to Indiana and later to hi" 
old home in Virg-inia. During hi ... 
residence in the 'Vest, his daughters 
married and one now li"es in Oregon. 
two in Indiana and one in :\tissouri. 
:\ brother, Henry, lives at Fayetteville, 
'Vest Virginia. On his return to Vir-
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ginia,' ~Ir. Light married l\lrs. Rachel 
Suttle of Fayette County and they had 
a family of four children. Mr. Light 
died at his home in Fayette County, 
) une 22, 18 lcer of the 
lead, and his 0 deceased. 

Andrew J educated in 
he common ugh the ac-

commodations were such as might ha\'e 
discouraged al1 but the very ambitious 
students. Our subject can recall how 
he and his brother Henry arose hefore 
ight so tha reach the 

school in tim away. The 
building was th chestnut 
bark roof alHl ; there was 
10 floor and lell fireplace 
occupied the whole end of the building. 
It was necessary for the sturdy pupil:-; 
to cut wood during recesses in order to 
keep the fire going.-an early example 
)f the manu dea of the 
mblic school. 

of 15 years, 
At the age 
ther, he re-

moved to K ty and at
tended two tenns of school there with 
ex-Governor George \\'. Atkinson as 
~h()()hnat.e. the lads boarding at the 
home of ~Ir. .-\tkinson·s father, and 
Floyd Jacobs. a lifelong friendship fol-
owing. And then went 
o Cannelton County and 

there engage( n coal min-
ing. running ars for two 

1~ 

IA 

years. He then enlisted for servlce 
in the Confederate Anny, in Company 
I, Captain Lewis' Cavalry, and served 
one "ear in the 8th Virginia Regi-

that fine offi 
rred to Capt 
. and served i 
t three years 

entered the sen,ice as a private and re
cei\'ed rapid promotion, s(}on being 
made a sergeant. After his first en
listment It1 the cavalry. the regiment 

mp at St. Al 
his company 
d a few clays 
battle of Sk 

d too strong 
l11ent fell back to Charleston. thence to 
the narrows of the Xew Ri\'er, thence 
to Louishurg. where it was placed under 
General Echols. Here General Jen-

om1l1and of 
eeded to Abi 
ring assume( 
regi ment weI 

burg. BrIstol and Cnion. Durmg all 
these movements there had been no ser
ious fig-hting. From L' nion the regi
ment then wcnt to Princeton where a 
hot skirnlish took place. thence to the 

e Blue Stone 
to report to 

e in the Shel 
., at this per 





MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

at Charleston, later engaged in run
ing a sawmill, being among the first 
in Kanawha County to operate a cir
cular saw, and followed that business 
for 20 years. 

On April 7, 1867, Mr. Light mar
ried Lucy Jane McCarty and a family 
of eight children were bom to this 
marriage, seven of whom are living. 
The only son, Enos]., lives on Elk 
River some six miles below Clendenin. 
The daughters are: Mrs. ilJ'annie B. 
Odell, of Blue Creek; Mrs. Emma 
Samples, of Blendenin; ~Irs. Effie 
Campbell, of Clendenin; ~lrs. Mattie 
Robinson, of Roane County; and ~Iin
nie and Uma, who live at home. The 
grandchildren number 12. Judge 
Light had always been a Democrat un
til 1883 and had supported that party, 
but since then has been identified with 
the Republican party, but has never 
asked for any office. In 1872, in Elk 
district, he was elected justice of the I 

peace for one year. In 1874 he bought 
a fann at Fallen Rock and resided 
there five years, but in 1893 he re
moved to Clendenin and has resided 
there since, in 1897 purchasing a lot 
and erecting a handsome residence. 
Ever since his first election to the 
magistracy he has been re-elected. and 
has had 25 years of continuous serv
ice, the oldest in his section. His de-

cisions meet with general apprO\'al and 
he is thoroughly posted on all statutes 
and codes. On May 12, 1885, he was 
appointed a notary public by Governor 
E. \V. \Vilson. 

Fraternally ~lr. Light is a past 
grand of Lodge No. 142, I. O. 0 .. F .• 
of Clendenin. For more than 20 years 
he has been a liberal supporter and a 
consistent member of the ~Iissionary 

Baptist Church, to which his wife and 
family also belong. He is held in high 
esteem in Kanawha County. 

J. A. JARRETT. 

J. A. Jc\RRETT, sheriff of Ka
nawha County, and a prominent citi
zen of Charleston, \Yest Virginia, was 
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born in Clarence, Shelby County, Mis
souri, ant! is a son of Addison and 
Margaret (Keeney) Jarrett. both of 
whom were natives of what is now 
\Vest Virginia. They returned to the 
State when their son was six years of 
age. 

Sheriff Jarrett was educated in pri
vate schools and began his business ca
reer as a telegraph operator, serving as 
such for 10 years and also as joint 
agent for the Winifrede Railroad and 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, at 
\Vinifrede Junction, West Virginia. 
Mr. Jarrett also sen'ee1 as distributing 
agent for the Winifrede Coal Com
pany, during the 10 years prior to 
1896. From early manhood he had 
been deeply interested in politics and 
in 18()6, when he remO\'ed to Charles
ton, he was appointed chief deputy 
county clerk, under E. \V. Staunton, 
and filled the position for four years. 
In the fall of 1900, he was made the 
choice of his party for sheriff of Ka
nawha County, and took charge of the 

I 

office in January, 1901. l\lr. Jarrett I 
has proved himself a judicious and 
capahle public official and has given 
entire satisfaction to his constituents. 
He has heen a leading member in the 
Repuhlican party for a number of 
years and has been no small factor in 
some of its successes in his section 

I 

Personally he enjoys the esteem of a 
wide circle of friends on account of his 
genial manner and his many sterling 
traits of character. 

HON. JOSEPH MARCELLUS McWHORTER. 

BOX. JOSEPH :\IARCELLl"S 
:'.Ic\\'HORTER, judge of the Tenth 
Judicial Circuit. ex-Auditor of \Y est 
Virginia. is a prominent citizen who 
for many years has been one of the his
tory makers of the State. His birth 
took place at a little settlement called 
~Ic\yhorter's ~IiIls. se\'en miles north 
of \\' eston. Lewis County, Virginia. 
now \Yest Virginia. April 30, 1828, 

atHl he is a son of Dr. Fields and ~lar
garet ~r. (Kester) ~fc\yhorter. the 
fortner of whom spent the latter part 













~. 

'. 

594 MEN OF \VEST VIRGINIA 

instituted reforms which have been of 
lasting benefit. More than once has 
Judge McWhorter been approached 
with proffers of Congressional honors 
and at one time was nominated, but 
factions in the party and a large Dem
ocratic majority in the district, caused 

him to decline tu run. President Gar
field appointed him postmaster at 
Lewisburg and both before and after 
the war he had filled the same office 
at Spencer, Roane County. In 1892 
he received the Republican nomination 
for judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals for the long term of 12 years. 
He ran the full strength of his party, 
but the Populist vote threw the elec
tion to the Democrats. In 1896 he 
was elected judge of the Tenth Judi
cial Circuit, by almost 500 majority. 
this <Iistrict including Pocahontas. 
Greenbrier, ~l()nroe, Summers anel 
Fayette counties. 

J ll< 1ge ~Ic \ Yhorter has been t\\'ice 
married. In 1852 he married Julia 
A. Stalnaker, of Harrison County and 
these chiidren were born to them: 
Alesqndro; Artemus; Louis E.; Vir
gil S.. deceased: William B.; Buell. 
decease(1 : ~raggie E.: Joseph c.; 
\\'alter \\'.. deceased: and Decie J. 
l\lrs. ~rc\\,horter die(1 .-\ugust 26, 
186<). On October 26. 1870. Judge ~Ic
"'horter married Julia Kinsley, <Iaugh-

terter of Rev. Hiram and Elsie S. 
Kinsley, of Geneva, Ohio. and these 
children were born to the second union: 
Emma L., Jennie p" Kinsley F .. de
ceased. and Charles N, 

J udge ~Ic Whorter is identified 
with the Masonic fraternity. He is 
a prominent member of the Methodist 
Church. South. He long and honor
able public career has won him uni
versal respect. 

STEELE A. HAWKINS. 

STEELE A. H.\\\'KIXS, senior 
member of the well known real estate 
firm of Steele . \. Hawkins & Son, of 
Charleston. \\' est Virginia. was born 
at ),Ialden. Kana\\'ha County. Virgin-

J 
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JOHN J. KEEFF. 

JOHX J. KEEFF. a prominent 
«:iti;!:en uf Charleston. \Vest Virginia, 
and superintendent of the Charleston 
.& South Side Bridge Cumpany, was 
born in Lewisburg. Greenbrier Coun

ty, West Virginia, April 31, 1862, be
ing a son of Daniel and Bridget (Bar

ry) Keeff. hath nati ves of Cork, I re

land. 
Daniel Keeff came to America 

about 1850 and landed at Boston, 
Massachusetts. where he was employed 

for a time. His early life was spent 

in railroad work and he assisted in 
the construction of some of the best 
known railroads in the Eastern States. 
He assisted in the completion of the 

Shenan(loah Valley Railroad, and then 

acted as foreman in the construction 
of what was known as Cady's Tunnel. 
He later moved to Staunton, Virginia, 

where he was married and lived for sev
eral years. When the Civil \Var broke 
out he located in Lewisburg, and later 

in Charleston. Virginia, now \Vest Vir

ginia, where he was employed by the 
government. After t he war he 11100·ell 
to Ohio, then returned to \Vest Virgin
ia, locating at Point Pleasant and fin
ally at Charleston where he continued 
to live until his death. He died on 

July 3, 1889, at the age of 74 years. 
and his wife died in 1891 at the age of 
66 years. They were devout Catholics 
in religious faith, a.nd in politics :\Ir. 

Keeff was a stanch Democrat. 
John J. Keeff was educated prin

cipally at night schools and through 

such channels as self-nncle men usually 

acquire their intellectual training. He 
spent much of his early life in various 
manufacturing establishments. and 
then learned stationary and marine en

gineering. at the present time hold
ing a license for river engineering. He 

later superintended the operation of the 
ferry across the Great Kanawha River 
at Charleston for Ruffner Brothers un

til the iron toll bridge was built across 

the stream. He was appointed super
intendent of this bridge in 189 I, col
lecting all tolls and seeing that the 
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bridge is properly repaired, and this 
position he has held to the present 
time. The bridge is one thousand feet 
long and was manufactured by the 
Keystone Bridge Company. The first 
officers were: B. L. Wood, Jr., pres
ident; T. H. Gi"en, secretary and treas
urer, and these two officers, with R. S. 
Carr, W. P. Wood, J. W. Moon, C. 
H. Schrider, W. E. Jennings, L. H. 
Partridge and S. C. \V eiscopf, com
posed the board of directors. The 
present officers are: J. \\'ainwright, 
president; T. H. Given, treasurer; 
and L. H. Partridge, auditor. Mr. 
KeeIT is one of the substantial citizens 
of Charleston, in which city he has 
considerable valuable property. Polit
ically, he is enthusiastic in his support 
of the Democratic party. 

John J. Keeff was united in the 
holy Jxmds of wedlock with Bridget 
M. O'Connor, by whom he has had 
four children, namely ~ John ]., Jr .. 
deceased; Mary; Lawrence; and John 
J., Jr., Thomas O'Connor, Mrs. KelT's 
father, who was a native of Ireland. 

was a prominent business man in 
Charleston for about a third of a cen
tury, and at his death was numbered 
as one of the well-to-do men of the 
city. His death was mourned by a 
large circle of acquaintances and 
friends. He assisted in bringing about 

111:lny of the public imprO\'ements th:! 
city of Charleston is now enjoying. 
He is a self-made man and a great 
friend to education. He died in 1902, 

aged 74 years. His ,\-\do\\" a lady of 
many noble traits of true womanhood, 
is filling out the last years of an hon
ored life in Charleston. The family 
are Catholics in religious attachment. 

S. C. BEARD, M. D. 

S. C. BEARD, ~I. D., a prominent 
physician and well known citizen of 
I .ewisburg. Greenbrier County. \ \' e~t 
Virginia. was born on a farm north of 
that city some fOllr miles, on October 
3. 183 r. and is a son of Christl )pher 
and :\liriam (:\fcXeel) Beard, both na

ti"es of Virginia. 
In tracing the early history of the 














